AGREEMENT REGARDING THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF RAIL FRE IGHT
CORRIDOR

RHINE-ALPINE

Zeebrugge- Antwerp/Amsterdam/Vlissingen/Rotterdam/iisburg-Basel-Milan-Genoa

BETWEEN
THE MINISTERS IN CHARGE OF TRANSPORT OF

THE KINGDOM OF BELGIUM, THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GER MANY, THE
ITALIAN REPUBLIC, THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS AN D THE SWISS
CONFEDERATION
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The Ministers signing the present agreement

In order to comply with the provisions laid down in Article 8, paragraph 1 of Regulation
(EU) No 913/2010, and as regards Switzerland, the&quivalent in Swiss law,

Having regard to

* Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 of the European Pasiaimand of the Council of 22
September 2010 concerning a European rail networkcbmpetitive freight; and in
particular Articles 8, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19 and 2@haf Regulation;

* Regulation (EU) No 1315/2013 of the European Padiat and of the Council of 11
December 2013 on Union guidelines for the develogroéthe Trans-European Transport
Network;

* Regulation (EU) No 1316/2013 of the European Pawdiat and of the Council of 11
December 2013 establishing the Connecting Europditlya

Whereas :

» The Executive Board of Rail Freight Corridor N°X, ieferred to in Article 8(1) of the
Regulation (EU) No 913/2010, has been created emnanission statement adopted by
consensus at the Antwerp Conference, on 27 Jub#. Zhis establishment agreement
replaces the 2011 mission statement;

* The Chairperson of the Executive Board of Rail ¢heiCorridor N°1 informed the
European Commission of the adoption of the misstatement of its Board by letter dated
29 June 2011. The current agreement is in line Witk letter from 29 June 2011 and
clarifies further the role of the Executive Board;

» The European Commission responded by letter da®e@dtober 2011, welcoming the
establishment of the Executive Board of Rail Frei@arridor N°1;

» Switzerland is in the process of integrating prmris in its legislation, which will be
equivalent to Regulation (EU) No 913/2010; as membt the Executive Board,
Switzerland fully accepts all provisions and respbitities defined in this agreement but
European law cannot create any obligations of allie@inding character for Switzerland.
Therefore, Switzerland provides an assurance thaeeessary steps will be undertaken to
amend the relevant legal provisions to bring themlime with the decisions of the
Executive Board,;
 The Annex to Regulation (EU) No 913/2010, as aménal Regulation (EU) No

1316/2013 establishing the Connecting Europe Facéinames Rail Freight Corridor
N° 1 “Rhine-Alpine” and extends it to Amsterdam arigssingen;

* Recognising the contribution of rail freight to Bpe’s socio-economic development
and to the environment;

* Welcoming the establishment of rail freight cornsl@as promoting a market-oriented
management of the European rail system;

* Sharing the ambition to continue working togetherdevelop a network of freight
corridors both by the management of the corridows their interconnections, and by
the improvement of quality and of interoperabilitihe removal of bottlenecks, the
harmonisation of operational rules, and the capawsénagement;

* Noting that the decision of the Executive Board Réil Freight Corridor N°1
approving the implantation plan of the corridor veaged on 5th of December 2013;

* Noting that, pursuant to its Article 11(2), Regidat(EU) No 913/2010, and therefore
both the measures to be taken by Switzerland asioned above and this agreement,
are without prejudice to the competence of the Mam$tates and Switzerland
regarding planning and funding of the rail infrasture on their territory.
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Taking into consideration the above, agree asviollo

Composition and responsibilities of the Executive &ard

The Executive board (“the Board”) is composed gqfresentatives of the authorities of the
Member States concerned and Switzerland.

In accordance with Regulation (EU) 913/2010, irtipalar its Article 8(1), together with the
corresponding Swiss measures, and in accordanbethatpolitical commitments referred to
in the preamble and in the annexed context of theidor, the  Executive Board is
responsible for the following tasks including:

General task

- To implement Regulation (EU) No 913/2010, and thesS measures referred to in the
preamble to this Agreement, with regard to the Regight Corridor Rhine Alpine;

Cooperation tasks:

- to ensure ERTMS coordination along the Rail Fre@btridor in accordance with the
decision from ¥ December 2013 to adopt the implementation plathefcorridor as
referred to in Annex as well as to ensure commuioicawhen a national system is
removed. This information will be published at arwtor level.

- to cooperate as necessary with the European itstisuand organisations, the national
railway safety authorities, and the regulatory edf its members;

- in accordance with Article 48 of Regulation (EU)15&8013, and the equivalent Swiss
measures, to coordinate with the work of the Radight Corridor and the Trans-
European Transport Network Rhine Alpine Core NelwGorridor with the European
coordinator and national authorities;

Operational tasks:
- to ensure the extensions of rail freight corridbirie-Alpine are duly established;

- to coordinate the timely availability of public fd&® needed by the infrastructure
managers to implement the measures, which had begnally agreed between the
Ministries of Transport and the Infrastructure Mg in the indicative investment plan;

- to support the need of infrastructure managertaking relevant decisions in time, as
well as to have sufficient resources for the degwelent and the deployment of the
ERTMS, but also for all the other measures of iidor's investment plan intended to
improve the corridor's quality, without prejudice the national and community
budgetary availability and procedures.

- to take decision on general matters of common esteof the Rail Freight Corridor
Rhine-Alpine concerning its internal functioning eveas the mandate of the Executive
board is without prejudice to the competence of MemStates and Switzerland
regarding planning and funding of rail infrastruetu

- to monitor the progress with regard to the impletagon plan’s measures on the basis of
the reporting performed by the Management board.

- to consider and where appropriate to support thguests of the Management
Board/EEIG for European subsidies within the framdwof the CEF Regulation (EU)
No 1316/2013;
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- to support the involvement of the National Safetythforities and the Regulatory Bodies
in the development of the RFCs and to facilitate dmlogue with the MB and where
needed take relevant actions without prejudicééocompetences of these bodies.

General rules for the functioning of the Executiveboard
The working language of the Board is English.

The Executive board takes its decisions on theskb@Efsmutual consent of the representatives
of the authorities of the Member States and Swdrelr The Board takes decisions which are
provided for by the Regulation (EU) No 913/201@&\ttare signed by all the members of the
Executive Board. These decisions are legally bigpdim their addressees and shall be
published.

The Executive Board shall adopt its rules of prared
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The present Agreement will take effect the dayolwlhg the date of its signing.
Done in English, at Luxembourg on 08 October 2014

Catherine FONCK
State Secretary for Mobility of the Kingdom of Bielg

Alexander DOBRINDT
Federal Minister of Transport and Digital Infragtiwre of the Federal Republic of Germany

Maurizio LUPI
Minister of Infrastructures and Transports of ttedidn Republic

Wilma J. MANSVELD
State Secretary of Infrastructure and the Envirantroéthe Kingdom of The Netherlands

Doris LEUTHARD
Federal Councillor,

Head of the Federal Department of the EnvironmBransport, Energy and Communications
of the Swiss Confederation
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ANNEX: CONTEXT OF THE CORRIDOR RHINE-ALPINE

The Rhine-Alpine Rail Freight Corridor “Zeebruggéntwerp / Amsterdam / Vlissingen /
Rotterdam — Duisburg — Basle — Milan - Genoa” istocaiing to develop rapidly and is one of
the main rail freight axes in Europe. Its positignstrategic because it connects some of
Europe's biggest ports, industrial centres and majarket areas. It is part of a network of
European rail freight corridors, which have gratiubken identified in order to improve the
efficiency of rail freight transport relative toher modes of transpdrt

Introduced by the European commission in its WHgper “A strategy for revitalising the
Community's railways” in July 1996, the concepttefropean rail freight corridors has been
the subject of various initiatives, which have bealestones in the process of organising and
developing them, consisting, in particular, of :

the creation of the Trans-European Network of Tpansin July 1996;
the creation of the RailNetEurope (RNE) corridomf 2005;

the signature of a Memorandum of Understanding rotigg ERTMS in March 2005
between the European Commission and the rail ftesglotor to provide coordinated
migration;

The Letter of Intent for the deployment of ERTMStbe Corridor A “Rotterdam-Genoa
Corridor” signed on 3 March 2006 by the MinistefsGermany, Italy, Switzerland and
The Netherlands;

the definition of six ERTMS corridors in July 2009 the Decision 2009/561/EC, recast
in Decision 2012/88/EU on the technical specifmatior interoperability relating to the
control-command and signalling subsystems of ttwestEuropean rail system;

the Memorandum of Understanding signed 8hof July 2008 in Rome between the
European Commission and the European Railway AssSons (CER-UIC-UNIFE-EIM-
GSM-R Industry Group-ERFA) concerning the strengthg of cooperation for
speeding up the deployment of ERTMS;

The Rotterdam declaration of Ministers to develdpe trail freight corridors
Rotterdam/Antwerp — Genoa, Rotterdam — Antwerp -erLy Basel and Rotterdam
/Antwerp — Hannover — Warsaw — Kaunas also in ecajon with Czech Republic,
signed the 14 of June 2010;

the Memorandum of Understanding signed ofi a6April 2012 in Copenhagen between
the European Commission, the European Railway Agend the European Rail sector
Associations (CER-UIC-UNIFE-EIM-GSM-R Industry GmmERFA) concerning the
strengthening of cooperation for speeding up theagament of ERTMS,;

Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 of September®22010 concerning a European rail
network for competitive freight;

the adoption of the Regulation (EU) No 1315/2018hefEuropean Parliament and of the
Council of 11 December 2013 on Union guidelinestfer development of the Trans-
European Transport Network;

the adoption of the Regulation (EU) No 1316/201&efEuropean Parliament and of the
Council of 11 December 2013 establishing the CommgcEurope Facility which

Lit relates to Recital 30 of (EU) No 913/2010
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amends the routes of the rail freight corridorsalelsshed by Regulation (EU) No
913/2010.

1. “IQ-C"/ ERTMS-CORRIDOR A

The Ministers from ltaly, Switzerland, Germany &afte Netherlands signed a Memorandum
of Understanding on January”,92003 to improve framework conditions for the dpyal
development of rail freight services (the 'lQ-Cjpob). Then, the Letter of Intent signed by
the Ministers in March 2006 in Bregenz on the dgmlent of ERTMS on corridor A has
introduced:

- an Executive board bringing together the Ministries in charge of sigg the
implementation of the project;

- a Management board bringing together the infrastructure managers omsible for the
ongoing management and operational activities efgioject. This Management board
created a European Economic Interest Grouping (EEIG

Quality and interoperability of the corridor impew its performance. In 2008 a Quality and
Interoperability action plan 2008-2012 has beenldsthed, this plan was updated in 2009 to
cover the 2010-2014 period. From 2013 the plareaced by the implementation plan in
accordance with Article 9 of Regulation 913/2010.

European Commission has appointed a European @abodialready in 2005 to support the
corridors regarding their mission on the developnsérategy of ERTMS.

2. ROTTERDAM DECLARATION

Jointly considering the interest of European nalght corridors for the economic growth and
sustainable development of the European UnionteheSignatory Statéof the Rotterdam
Declaration of June 142010 have notified their common desire to enhaheeefficiency of
corridors:

- noting that various kinds of corridors, developethwdifferent objectives and modes of
operation, nevertheless had broadly common rowesstituting principal axes with
variants;

- aiming, therefore, at a harmonised approach bgmalising their governance in order to
improve the overall capabilities and interoperpili

The markers established by the Rotterdam Declargtaved the way for the new routes of
Rail Freight Corridor n°1.

3. REGULATION (EU) No. 913/2010 OF 22 SEPTEMBER 201CONCERNING
A EUROPEAN RAIL NETWORK FOR COMPETITIVE FREIGHT

On November 8, 2010 the Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 of%Reptember 2010 concerning
a European rail network for competitive freight @mto force. This Regulation 913/2010
brought an extension of the 1Q-C/A-Corridor to tBelgium harbours of Zeebrugge and
Antwerp.

2 Belgium, Czech republic, France, Germany, Italyhania, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Poland antz&sand
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It aims mainly to strengthen the previous corridavbether originating from governments
(e.g. ERTMS), or from Infrastructure Managers, Iogheining their business objectives and
methods within a European legal framework. Thisldgamework imposes among others:

- similar governance structure as Corridor A (withEatecutive board and a Management
board, with advisory groups). The appropriate goaece structures have been
established: The transport Ministers of the ragight corridor n°1 have approved by
consensus, through their representatives, the iditatement of freight corridor n°1 in
Antwerp on 27 June 2011, transferring the respditgb of the Executive board of the
corridor A to the Executive board of the freightrodor No. 1. The EEIG of Corridor A
is also expanding its competences to the ones efrdil freight corridor N°1 by
amending its statutes and frame contract;

- aframework for the capacity allocation on the lmr has been adopted by the Ministers
constituting the Executive board of the corridoDecember 2012, and published in the
European Official Journal thé"®f March 2013;

- the processes and procedures by which the MembatrsSind the European Commission
may change the geography of corridors over time;

- an implementation plan which includes a descriptbthe characteristics of the freight
corridor, the essential elements of its transpatket study, its objectives in particular in
terms of performance, an indicative investment pland the measures aiming to
implement the coordination of works, the establishtrof a Corridor one-stop-shop, the
preparation of the corridor capacity, the traffiamagement, the traffic management in
the event of disturbance, and the quality of sexvisformation concerning the terminals
of the corridor is available in the Corridor Infoatton Document. The ministers of the
corridor decided to adopt the implementation pl&rD&cember 2013 and made by this
decision the corridor operational. For ERTMS thaisters decided to have the objective
to equip the border zones by 2015 in such a wayré#ilavay undertakings can run from
2016 onwards from Rotterdam to Genoa without hatangse the Dutch and Swiss class
B systems and to equip the full corridor by 2018roll out plan for ERTMS is being
prepared.

4. REGULATION (EU) No 1315/2013 CONCERNING THE TEN-T
GUIDELINES AND REGULATION (EU) No 1316/2013 CONCERNINGTHE
CONNECTING EUROPE FACILITY

The adoption of the Regulations (EU) No 1315/20d3cerning the Trans-European Network
for Transport (TEN-T) guidelines and No 1316/201haerning the Connecting Europe
Facility (CEF), which entered into force on the dajjowing its publication in the Official
Journal of the European Union the 20 December 2B4&8,a significant impact on the rail
freight corridors. This is because the CEF Reguta(EU) No 1316/2013 amended the annex
of Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 bringing modificateoto the principal routes and giving
new geographical names to support further harmtarzaf the corridor systems.

Rail freight corridor No. 1 became the corridor fR#-Alpine” and is now extended to
Amsterdam and Vlissingen. The extension to Amstarda already established, the one to
Vlissingen should be established no later than Nde¥ 2016.

In accordance with Article 48 of Regulation (EU) N815/2013 concerning the TEN-T
guidelines :1. Adequate coordination shall be ensured between the core network corridors
and the rail freight corridors as provided for in Regulation (EU) No 913/2010, in order to
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avoid any duplication of activity, in particular when establishing the work plan or setting up
working groups of the core network corridors. 2. The provisions of this Chapter shall be
without preudice to the governance structures set out in Regulation (EU) No 913/2010.”
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