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L

eviathan
T

hom
as

H
obbes

w
rote

“thatthe
state

of
m

en
w

ithout
civil

society
is

nothing
else

but
a

m
ere

w
ar

ofall
against

all”.
A

ccording
to

H
obbes

the
natural

state
of

m
en,

before
w

e
en

tered
into

society, w
as

m
ere

w
ar.

A
social

contract
betw

een
the

individual
and

the
state,

w
ith

w
hich

people
give

up
som

e
of their

liberties
in

o
rd

er
to

enjoy
peace,

w
as

necessary.
T

his
legitim

izes
the

S
tate

as
the

sovereign
pow

er.

W
hen

w
e

look
at

E
urope

today,
th

ere
are

large
problem

s
lurking

on
m

ost
of

our
borders.

C
urrently,w

e
do

not
seem

to
face

a
g

reat
w

ar
in

the
sense

of all
states

against
all

states.
W

arfare
is

increasingly
being

w
aged

betw
een

non-state
actors,

both
w

ithin
states

and
across

borders.
In

som
e

regions,
these

w
ars

can
be

characterized
as

“w
ar

of
all

against
all”.

T
he

consequences,
th

at
w

e
already

perceive
today,

are
the

fragm
entation

and
underm

ining
ofthe

state.
C

ivil
society,

and
other

state
structures,

are
being

destroyed.

In
this

sense,
1w

ish
to

underline
the

im
portance

-
in

the
m

em
ber

states
ofthe

C
ouncil

of
E

urope
-

ofthe
linkage

b
etw

een
us

p
arliam

en
tarian

s
and

our
citizens.A

s
p

arliam
en

tarian
s

w
e

rep
resen

t
the

people
in

our
countries.

T
he

people
have

en
tru

sted
us

w
ith

the
task

ofguaranteeing
social

order,
peace

and
stability.

B
y

rep
resen

tin
g

and
respecting

611
ofthe

people,
and

giving
6
//th

e
people

a
voice

th
at

is
heard,

both
the

m
ajority

and
m

inorities,
w

e
fulfil

one
ofthe

m
ost

essential
roles

ofthe
state

w
hich

is
preventing

w
ar

and
conflict,

preventing
a

“w
ar

ofall
against

all”.

T
hank

you.




