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This is a paper intended for a specific community of recipients. Handling and
further distribution are under the sole responsibility of community members.

MEETING DOCUMENT

From: General Secretariat of the Council
To: Working Party on Food and Food Systems (Pesticide Residues)

Working Party on Plants and Plant Health Questions (Pesticides/Plant Protection
Products)

Subject: Working Party on Plants and Plant Health Questions (Pesticides/Plant Protection
Products) on 7 December 2022 - Agenda item 1: Invertebrate Biological Control
Agents (IBCAs)

Following the Working Party on Plants and Plant Health Questions (Pesticides/Plant Protection Products)
on 7 December 2022, delegations will find in annex the presentation given by the Commission services,
on the above subject.
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• Initiative of the Portuguese Council Presidency, first semester 2021

• Subject: Invertebrate biological control agents (IBCAs) used to protect plants, including sterile insect 

technique (SIT)

• Scope: Introduction, evaluation, production, marketing and use

• Request: Describe the situation and identify options for improving it

• Focus on options related to harmonisation (of criteria, procedures and decision-making)

• At the same time, the safety of humans, animals, plants, the environment and food security must be 

ensured

• Request under Art. 241 TFEU from Council to the Commission to submit a study; deadline: 31 

December 2022

• Council Decision (EU) 2021/1102 of 28 June 2021

Study background







• IBCAs successfully control animal pests (insect, 

mites, snails)

• They also control unwanted plants in specific

situations

• A potential being explored: many microarthropods

consume fungi

• IBCAs are biological systems; application and

mode of action differ from chemical pesticides

• Replacing one pesticide by one IBCA will usually

not work

• IBCAs may serve as a backbone in integrated pest 

control systems

An alternative to pesticides?!



• IBCA have a modest market share, growing strongly

• Use of IBCAs is well-established in protected and in high value crops (e.g. orchards, vineyards, 

vegetables)

• Use of IBCAs is not restricted to organic agriculture

• Differences in the regulatory approach between MS are considerable; they are described in the study

• Classical and augmentative biological control as well as SIT deserve specific approaches

• The study will be submitted to Council as a Commission staff working document

• It is under finalisation

• The contractor‘s report will be published through the EU Bookshop and annexed to the Commission

staff working document

A sneak peek… 






