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This is a paper intended for a specific community of recipients. Handling and
further distribution are under the sole responsibility of community members.

MEETING DOCUMENT
From: General Secretariat of the Council
To: Working Party on Food and Food Systems (Pesticide Residues)
Working Party on Plants and Plant Health Questions (Pesticides/Plant Protection
Products)
Subject: Working Party on Plants and Plant Health Questions (Pesticides/Plant Protection

Products) on 7 December 2022 - Agenda item 1: R&I supporting the reduce use of
chemical plant protection products

Following the Working Party on Plants and Plant Health Questions (Pesticides/Plant Protection Products)
on 7 December 2022, delegations will find in annex the presentation given by the Commission services,
on the above subject.
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Outline

EU R&l: plant health and plant protection in FP7, Horizon 2020, Horizon Europe
Strategic approach to agricultural R&l

Multi actor approach

R&l actions in Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe

Fostering knowledge, research & innovation

Better Training for Safer Food (BTSF)

Other instruments: EU Mission “A Soil Deal for Europe” and co-funded partnerships
EP Pilot Project: Farmer's Toolbox for IPM

Take-home messages












Horizon 2020

Plant health and plant protection

6 Total budget for 2014-2020: + 160 million Euros

* List of projects not exhaustive









Case studies with focus on IPM principle 1.
prevention and suppression

Reduction of nematicides Reduction of fungicides
Crop: potato Crop: potato
Site: Spain Site: Germany
Strategy: Crop diversification + trap Strategy: reduce external input +
crops: modified management
- | the incidence of cyst nematode Purpose: strengthen soil intrinsic self-
« J use of nematicides regulating processes
« 1 crop yields - { management costs
+ 1 soil biodiversity » T crop quality

T soil protection and system

resilience

Source: soildiveragro.eu
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Horizon Europe

Plant health and plant protection

Work Programme 2021/2022 — 2023/2024
» Tackling outbreaks of plant pests

« Emerging and future risks to plant health
« Tools to increase the effectiveness of EU import controls for plant health

» Digital technologies supporting plant health early detection, territory surveillance and
phytosanitary measures












Fostering knowledge, research & innovation

Operational Groups:

447 Operational Groups dedicated to plant health and Integrated Pest Management (over 2600)
composed of farmers, researchers, advisors, and businesses, work on finding innovative solutions for
the sustainable use of pesticide funded by the CAP.

Examples:

* Vineyard app for plant protection (ES)

+ Ideas for IPM (NL, SI, CH)

* A mobile app to monitor pests and diseases in Umbria, Italy (IT)
» Controlling wireworms in potato production (AT)

EIP-AGRI activities related to sustainable use of pesticides <link>

Example of Focus Group: Sustainable ways to reduce the use of pesticides in pome and
stone fruit production (2022)






Better Training for Safer Food (BTSF)

« BTSF is a European Commission training initiative
* A5 year-training cycle (2018-2023) have been organised specifically on IPM

Year Num ' I\_Iu_m.
sessions | Participants

2018 1 20
2019 8 254
2020 1 28
2021 6 134
2022 4 81
2023 5(*)

TOTAL| 20 (25) 436

(*) Planned for 2023

19

Locations:

South EU: Malaga (ES), Bari (IT), Toulouse (FR), Bologna (IT), Riga (LV),
Valencia (ES), Athens (EL)
Centre-North EU: Delft (NL), Prague (CZ), Berlin (DE), Hamburg (DE),

During 2020 and 2021: only videoconference sessions (due to COVID)
In 2022, 5 planned sessions received a not sufficient number of participants
Total of 20 sessions have been carried out so far, with 436 participants

(mainly representatives from EU and non-EU CAs, at central and local level,
but also some advisors and some young researchers)















EP Pilot Project: Farmer's Toolbox for IPM

Objectives

« To provide a comprehensive description of the currently available approaches
to reduce dependency on pesticide use;

« To assess the potential of these approaches, and to prove their effectiveness as
well as barriers that limit their uptake;

« To propose specific strategies on how to scale up good practices throughout
the EU;

« To set up an EU-wide database to enable farmers and advisory services to
reduce the dependency on pesticide use
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EP Pilot Project: Farmer's Toolbox for IPM

* The final report and deliverables are submitted to the Commission.
Validation procedure starts.

* The reports, documents and the database will be made publicly available
after validation.

* There will be a presentation in an upcoming COMAGRI beginning 2023.
The database includes:

« Aninventory of "crop-specific guidelines" developed by national
authorities pursuant to the SUD

« Acollection of examples of good IPM practices (collected in
literature review and on-the-spot)
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Take-home messages

* Increasing EU R&l funds on plant health and plant protection.

« Solutions in a holistic IPM include a stronger use of ecology-based processes, more
(bio)diversity combined with innovative technologies (e.g. digital tools for pest
monitoring and early detection).

 Farmers are key actors in R&l within a growing number of tools and instruments
to develop and spread solutions for healthy soils and healthy crops.

* The testing and deployment of solutions adapted to conditions on the ground is
boosted through different approaches: multi-actor approach, living labs, operational
groups.

 R&Il is a continuum: further efforts needed to foster case-specific solutions in an ever-
changing context. Close connection with plant health monitoring and detection needed!
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L iInks and references

European Commission, Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, EU-funded plant health and plant protection research (2007-
2013) : focus on Seventh Framework Programme KBBE projects, Publications Office, 2015, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/34543

EU R&l Plant health https://europa.eu/!RbhJkx
Horizon 2020 Plant Health Factsheet
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/research-area/agriculture-forestry-and-rural-areas/plant-health en

EIP-AGRI activities related to plant health

EIP-AGRI activities related to sustainable use of pesticides

Pictures:
Strawberry slide 18 https://www.agrotrend.pl/wiadomo%C5%9Bci?pgid=krg3n336-72fee4fd-8a94-48c1-955f-264811150ded
Broccoli slide 18 https://www.agrotrend.pl/wiadomo%C5%9Bci?pqid=krg3n336-ae587417-81f6-4e2d-8cd1-e1c694ddfcfo






