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Subject :
Presidency proposal on the number of  Deputy Directors of Europol

1. Background

In accordance with Article 29 (2) of the Europol Convention, the Director of Europol shall be assisted by a number of Deputy Directors as determined by the Council and appointed for a four-year period renewable once.

At the Council meeting (Justice and Home Affairs) 3 – 4 December 1998, the Council reached an agreement on the number of Deputy Directors of Europol. The Council agreed, that for the first period of three years from the moment Europol took up its activities (1 July 1999), the Europol Directorate would be composed of five Deputy Directors.

Furthermore, the Council agreed, that the Deputy Directors – in accordance with the Europol Convention – would be appointed for a period of three or four years. Two Deputy Directors would be appointed for a period of three years and three Deputy Directors would be appointed for a period of four years.

Finally, the Council agreed that the term of office of two Deputy Directors would end after three years and that one of those posts would not be filled, while the other would be occupied by a candidate proposed by Spain.

By Council Act of 29 April 1999 appointing the Director and Deputy Directors of Europol, the Council decided to appoint Mr Jürgen Storbeck as Director of Europol, while Mr Willy Bruggeman, Mr Gilles Leclair and Mr David Lawrence Valls-Russell where appointed for a period of four years and Mr Emanuele Marotta and Mr Georges Rauchs where appointed for a period of three years.

Following the untimely death of Mr Georges Rauchs, his position was not filled, bur occupied by an Assistant Director recruited by the Director of Europol. On 30 June 2001 Mr Emanuele Marotta resigned and Mr Mariano Simancas, who was appointed by Council Act of 17 December 2001 for a period of four years from 1 January 2002, filled his post.

Mr David Lawrence Valls-Russell resigned on 31 December 2001, leaving an open position as Deputy Director of Europol. The position has not been filled, but partly occupied by an Interim Technology Services Manager.

During the meeting in the Europol Management Board on 29 – 30 October 2002, the Management Board agreed to propose to the Council not to fill the position of Deputy Director, which is open following the resignation by Mr David Lawrence Valls-Russell, but to allow the Director to recruit an Assistant Director for the Technology Services related business. Consequently, the Management Board agreed to propose, that the Council for the moment fixes the number of Deputy Directors at three, while taking into account that the Management Board will return to the issue of the structure of the Directorate of Europol, including the question of the number of Deputy Directors of Europol.

2. Presidency proposal

In this connection, the Presidency proposes – for the moment – to fix the number of Deputy Directors of Europol at three, taking into consideration that the Management Board will return to the issue of the structure of the Directorate of Europol including the question of the numbers of the Deputy Directors of Europol.

As a consequence, the open position following the resignation of Mr David Lawrence Valls-Russell will not be filled. In accordance with the Europol Convention and the Staff Regulations applicable to Europol employees the Management Board would permit the Director of Europol to select an Assistant Director to take up the tasks previously undertaken by Mr David Lawrence Valls-Russell.

The Article 36 Committee approved the Presidency proposal of – for the moment – fixing the number of Deputy Directors of Europol at three at its meeting 7/8 November 2002.

Against this background, COREPER is requested to invite Council to approve the Presidency proposal of – for the moment – fixing the number of Deputy Directors of Europol at three.
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