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The President

Ms P.A. DIJKSTRA

Chairwoman of the committee on the Interior

Tweede Kamer der Staten Generaal D 200491 03.02.2016
Binnenhof la

2513 AA Den Haag

Netherlands

Dear Ms Dijkstra,

Thank you for your letter of 1 February 2016 in which you raise a number of questions
regarding the transmission to national parliaments of the draft legislative act on
provisions amending the Act concerning the election of the members of the European
parliament by direct universal suffrage, adopted on 11 November 2015.

Upon receipt of your letter, given its serious nature, I immediately called for a thorough
report from Parliament's services with regard to transmission of the draft legislative act
in question, in order to be able to address your concerns as swiftly as possible.

As you know, Parliament regularly forwards documents to the national parliaments in
compliance with its Treaty and Protocol obligations. At the end of each part-session, the
documents concerned are identified and transmitted, along with other adopted texts
addressed to the national parliaments, in line with established arrangements between the
European Parliament and the various national parliaments. In particular, for example,
Parliament very regularly forwards it legislative resolutions to national parliaments, in
discharge of its obligations under the Protocols. All documents forwarded to national
parliaments in this way are accompanied by a letter from Parliament's Deputy Secretary
General, acting on my behalf, which sets out the nature of the acts or positions in
question.

Accordingly, in this case, the full text of the draft legislative act on electoral reform was
forwarded to all national parliaments electronically on 11 December 2015, together with
a position on a legislative proposal adopted at the same part-session, and accompanied
by a letter from the Deputy Secretary General setting out the nature of the documents.
These texts were forwarded to the most recent email addresses provided by national
parliaments, in the same way as other documents have generally been forwarded under
the protocols. As regards, more particularly, transmission to the Tweede Kamer of the
Netherlands, there was indeed a technical issue with the transmission of the texts, which
was resolved on 17 December 2015.




While it is true that transmission occurred slightly later than transmission to Council
and Commission, this was in view of the fact that it was necessary to arrange for the
individual translation of each transmission letter. As regards hard copies of the
documents concerned: after obtaining the agreement of all national parliaments, from
1 February 2014, the European Parliament has forwarded such documents in electronic
form only. My understanding is that a number of national parliaments explicitly
requested this development.

I trust that this letter answers your questions and allays your concerns with regard to
transmission of the draft legislative act to your parliaments.

Yours sincerely,

Ik
Martin Schulz
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