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Commission  Work  Programme:  Parliament
debates  EU  priorities  for  2017
Plenary sessions [25-10-2016 - 19:45]

 
MEPs want an EU work programme in line with genuine concerns and expectations
of  the Europeans.  In  their  debate  with  Commission First  Vice-President  Frans
Timmermans on Tuesday, they focused on the social dimensions of EU policies,
investment, trade, migration and security. 
 
For the first time, aims and priorities agreed between Parliament, Council and Commission
for the year to come will be written down in a joint declaration to be signed in December.
 
The Commission’s programme for next year includes 21 key initiatives, 18 revisions of
existing  legislation  and  the  repeal  of  16  laws  which  have  become  obsolete.  The
Commission  also  wants  to  withdraw  19  pending  legislative  proposals  and  “put  the
emphasis  on  implementation  and  enforcement”,  said  Mr  Timmermans.
 
In the debate, some members were disappointed at the absence in the Work Programme
of a series of European Parliament priorities set out in the resolution voted on 6 July, such
as a "social pillar". Others advocated focusing even more closely on investment, security,
and economic recovery.
 
The challenges posed by migration flows, the threat of terrorism and Brexit as well as EU
trade policy issues, in particular CETA, were frequently raised in the debate.
 
The video recording of the debate is available here
 
 
 
Debate: Tuesday, 25 October
 
Procedure:  Commission statement followed by a debate
 
Procedure Code: 2016/2724(RSP)
 
 
 
#CWP2017 #EU2017Agenda
 
 
 
Further information
• Video recording of the debate

: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?debate=1477400544541
• Commission Work Programme 2017 (press release and annexes, 25.10.2016)

: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3500_en.htm
• EP resolution on the Commission’s Work programme (text adopted  on 06.07.2016)

: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P8-TA-2016-0312
• EP resolution on the Commission’s Work programme (press release, 06.07.2016)

: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160701IPR34495/jobs-social-rights-and-security-
must-top-the-2017-eu-agenda-say-meps

• Commission website dedicated to its annual Work Programme
: http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/planning-and-preparing/work-programme/index_en.htm
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• Work Programme 2017: EP procedure  file 2016/2724(RSP)

: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2724%28RSP%29&l=en

Political groups
• News pages of the EPP group

: http://bit.ly/1WuQLqB
• News pages of the S&D group

: http://bit.ly/1WWG6F4
• News pages of the ECR group

: http://bit.ly/1Y0YFrj
• News pages of the ALDE group

: http://bit.ly/1XbSQs6
• News pages of the GUE/NGL group

: http://bit.ly/1UrAlM9
• News pages of the Greens/EFA group

: http://bit.ly/1TV9vxr
• News pages of the EFDD group

: http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
• News pages of the ENF group: http://bit.ly/2cxzxcR
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